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GOODS AND SERVICES TAX REVENUE DISTRIBUTION 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [10.24 am]: I move — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable private members’ business, 
notice of motion 10, “Distribution of GST Revenue”, to be considered and dealt with during the time 
allocated for government business on Thursday, 10 November 2011, according to the time limits of a 
matter of public interest. 

In moving this motion, it is not intended to bring it on at this stage but probably some time this afternoon. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [10.24 am]: The opposition does not object to this motion being debated, 
although I want to make the point that the first I learnt about this was at 4.30 pm or 5.00 pm yesterday afternoon 
when the Minister for Planning moved a notice of motion that this matter would be considered by the house 
today. I think it would have been more appropriate had the government made the opposition aware earlier that 
this matter was coming before the house and perhaps the reasoning for why it was coming before the house 
today so that we could have understood exactly what was going on. Bear in mind that the Leader of the House 
did not let us know that. In any event, we are agreeable to it being debated and we broadly support the 
sentiments contained within the motion, that Western Australia’s share of GST revenue be improved. We do not 
object to the motion, although I object to the process by which it arrived in the house at this time. It would have 
been far better for the Leader of the House to have let us know what was going on and why these matters were 
being brought forward. As the Leader of the House knows, when the opposition is not cooperative because we 
are not informed, the business of government slows down. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: It was a request put to me yesterday afternoon. I had to leave the Parliament earlier than I 
usually would on a Wednesday; otherwise I would have told the member. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I accept that, but it still raises the question as to why the government cannot organise its 
business, considering the Minister for Regional Development is a member of cabinet and the Leader of the 
House has discussions with him every Monday about what is going on in the following week in Parliament. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: It was not due to be on this week. The request was put in by the Minister for Regional 
Development yesterday afternoon, and that is when it was agreed to by my office that we would bring it on later 
today so that it would give opposition members an opportunity to prepare for it, if they wished to do so. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I accept that the Leader of the House is not responsible, but I still make the point that if 
this cabinet operates like past cabinets, ordinarily the Leader of the House will, when in cabinet, request that 
ministers inform the Leader of the House of anything of interest that is expected to happen in Parliament during 
the week, and the minister responsible for wanting a matter brought forward would perhaps inform the Leader of 
the House that the minister might want the matter — 

Mr R.F. Johnson: We do it a slightly different way around. I normally have to inform cabinet of anything 
interesting that is likely to happen in Parliament this week. I inform cabinet, obviously, as I inform you, about 
legislation and other items we need to deal with. This was a request that came yesterday afternoon, and that is 
the reason that I did not have an opportunity to put it on your list, which I would normally do. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I reiterate that if the Minister for Regional Development had informed the Leader of the 
House earlier that he wanted it brought on today, things might have acted more smoothly. As the Leader of the 
House knows, I could cause a lot of trouble on this for the next hour or so. I will not do so, but it would be nice if 
government ministers informed the Leader of the House about what they were planning and the reasons why. 
The Leader of the House could then have informed us of what the government was planning and of its reasons, 
and the Parliament would have proceeded more smoothly, rather than me sitting here and, fortunately, hearing 
the Minister for Planning raise it. If I had not heard it, I would not have known anything about it coming on 
today until I read the notice paper this morning. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: You may very well say that, but I could not possibly comment. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: That is right. I am glad that the Hansard reporter picked up what the Leader of the House 
just said, because I think we are in furious agreement on the management of the house. We need to know why 
and when things are coming forward so that everyone can be fully and properly informed. 

Question put and passed. 
 


